NOW BEAU IPUL UPON LHF MOUNTAINS 


The first brick home in Wasatch County as it was built by Bishop John Watkins in 
1868. Hand pressed brick were used, with white sand stone corners. Woodwork on. the 
outside was by Moroni Blood. a Swiss immigrant. Timber and lumber used through a 
the home was milled and planed by Henry Coleman Sr. John Watkins. who built the 
home, had come to Midway from England where he was a noted architect. l ` 


GRIST MILLS 


l Milling was one of the first industries in the Midway area. having 
its beginning in 1861 when John H. Van Wagoner built the first mill 

on the old Wood's Farm, known as the Fred Price home site. f 
The enterprising Mr. Van Wagoner had only been in Midway for 
about a year when he sensed the need of the people for a mill. He 
brought the first mill stone to the town by ox team and shaped the stone 
with hammer and chisel. G 
f Sidney Epperson records in his journal the delight of the people 
with Mr. Van Wagoner's mill. After stating that the people could now 
have flour ground, and grain prepared for their cattle, Mr. Epperson 
wrote "This mill was indeed a blessing for the settlers. 
In recent years the stone from this first mill has been placed atop a 


monument on the Post Office corner by the Daughters of the Utah 
Pioneers. g 


IN THE SWEAT OF THY FACE .. 3/2 


The home as it has been preserved today by the family of Bishop Henry T. Coleman 
scd the property in 1904. The traditional English landscaping and the favor 
of the original architecture make it one of the scenic attractions in the entire valley. 


who purct 


Early millers of Midway included George Bonner. James Ross, a 
Mr. Saxey. Brigham Mulliner, Hyrum Horner Dennis. Mark Jeffs and 
Mr. John Van Wagoner. 

The major mill in Midway had its beginnings in 1893 when Mark 
Jeffs built a large, four-story grist mill on the east side of Midway near 
the Provo River. This mill was capable of producing 50 barrels of flour 
every 24 hours. Water from Provo River powered the mill, which was 
the first roller mill in the county. An additional source of water was the 
Birkumshaw Springs. about a mile and a half above the mill. Water 
was stored in a large pond overnight and then used as desired during the 
day. s 

Because Mr. Jeffs hired transient millers to operate his mill, the ven- 
ture failed to succeed and was closed in 1900. 

However, Nels Joseph Johnson. a young miller, and native of 
Wasatch County. purchased the mill in 1903 and started operating it 
again. Mr. Johnson had been working for Abram Hatch in the Heber 
Flour Mills. but moved his wife and family to Midway as soon as he 
purchased the mill, He is reported-to-have paid Mr. Jeffs $10,000 for 
the facility. 


